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2008 Seasons Greetings from Suzanne and Rod:

The Pease family hit senior citizen status in 2008.  Rod found out during the summer when he made one of his VERY infrequent trips to a clothing store for a new pair of pants.  After making his selection, finding the cash register and pulling out the anticipated tariff, he heard "and you get the senior discount" without any prompting on his part.  Suzanne found out, courtesy of Rod, during the month starting in mid November.  He was kind enough to repeatedly remind her of her ability to now sign up for Social Security, and to let him know how it turned out so he would know what to do, once he became eligible.

The year started off with a road trip to Tucson to provide Suzanne with more rocks for her beading.  Apparently there is an annual Gem and Mineral show there each February, with tents being set up around motels and in parking lots all over the city. This is apparently like catnip for beaders, the attraction being felt clear across the country in NJ.

Rod got his first cell phone so that he could serve as taxi dispatcher and rolling bank whenever Suzanne ran out of money at any particular location in the city. That worked pretty well until the last day when Suzanne had to call the motel, and her messages calling for a pickup went unanswered. Rod did answer the motel room phone, giving a lie to Suzanne's assertions that he had turned the phone off while panhandling for gas money to return home.

Given the slower business climate in 2009, Suzanne's graphic design work has been reduced, giving her more time to turn her rocks into art. Customs raids on the residence have been reduced as the officials have come to realize that the flow of small, heavy packages into the house is more a result of an Ebay addiction than an attempt to import anything illegal. Unfortunately, the outflow isn't as heavy, leading any reasonable person to conclude that the cracks in the foundation and slab for the house are a direct result, and have nothing to do with the accumulation of 40 years of science fiction paperbacks (Rod's addiction).

Suzanne contracted for exhibit space at the NAWBO Conference in Phoenix in June and at the National Speakers Association Conference in New York City in August. She sold some of her jewelry pieces at each and about broke even, what with hotel/airfare/space rental, but had fun at both events. 

Suzanne is still involved in National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO), but not nearly to the degree she has been in the past. This year,she is creating a Entrepreneurial Readiness Program for business owner want-to-be's. She flew to Columbus, OH last May to facilitate the Columbus NAWBO Chapter's strategic planning retreat. It seems that she still holds some degree of leadership proficiency in the organization...as shown by the NAWBO-CJ Women's Empowerment Award given to her in October.

Rod finally broke down this year and reached the realization that "high speed internet" was here to stay, turning in his 56K modem for a cable modem from the local monopoly provider.  After service calls and swapping of hardware, he has also realized that there is a reason they don't call it "high reliability" internet instead. It does, however, speed up the uploading of pictures to the web, and has reduced complaints from Suzanne to zero about sharing the home phone line for internet use.

In preparation for senior status, Suzanne and Rod took a cruise in September, 16 days hitting ports in the Mediterranean from Venice to Barcelona. The particular cruise was selected for the amount of daylight spent in ports instead of on the sea, so provided a chance to see ruins in several different countries.  There was lots of walking involved, so the preparation of daily exercise walking the local Henry Hudson Rail Trail in NJ was worth the effort.  Photos, as usual, at http://home.att.net/~rod.pease/ .

Rod got his first negative performance review in his second career as personal investment advisor in 2009.  Bad news in the stock market made many professionals look pretty bad this year, so the good news is that he didn't have to pay someone else to reduce the retirement nest egg. The other good news is that red beans and rice is still a low cost meal. Perhaps he will transition into a third career as chef, although Suzanne is getting tired of beans and rice at every meal. She is unwilling to admit that adding a little roux and a lot of water to the beans officially makes it into "gumbo", thus increasing the number of menu items by 100%. Some friction is evidenced in Rod's refrain "Let them eat beads!".

We wish you a happy and prosperous 2009.

